=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 2 Aug 1994 10:52:41 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Ellen Strenski <estrensk@BENFRANKLIN.HNET.UCI.EDU>
Subject:      gophers--advice?
 
If you are developing gopher space for your writing program, we at UCI
would be grateful for any information you might like to pass on.  For
instance, good resources maintained on line (e.g., useful FTP sites), who
is using your gopher space and for what purposes, who maintains it, how
often it is maintained, who pays for maintenance, are instructors
encouraged to add items on their own, is the gopher being adapted to
Mosaic or WWW?
 
 
**************
Ellen Strenski                                  phone: (714) 856-5355
English and Comparative Literature              fax:   (714) 725-2916
HOB 200, University of California at Irvine     estrensk@uci.edu
Irvine, CA 92717                                IDR2EMS@MVS.OAC.UCLA.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 2 Aug 1994 19:46:42 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Bruce Leland <lelandb@CCMAIL.WIU.BGU.EDU>
Subject:      gophers--advice?
 
I'd like to second Ellen's request for information about Writing Program gopher
sites.  One of my graduate students is working on setting up a gopher for our
Writing Center, which we'll also use to post information about the Writing
Program, WID, and the university's writing exam.  We, too, hope to include
paths to other gopher sites and I'd welcome suggestions.
 
Bruce
 
Bruce Leland
Western Illinois University
lelandb@ccmail.wiu.bgu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 15 Aug 1994 10:48:44 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         BMMAID@UALR.EDU
Subject:      Cyberspace Writing Centers:  Invitation to Opening
 
                   I N V I T A T I O N
 
You are invited to attend the grand opening of one of several
                Cyberspace Writing Centers
          to be held on Daedalus MOO at either:
 
  Thursday, August 25 at 8:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time
 
                            and
 
   Monday, August 29 at 12:00 Noon, Eastern Standard Time
 
****************************************************************
 
              Free Balloon Rides and Green M&Ms
              (virtual punch and cookies, too)
                and yes, a view of the lake
 
****************************************************************
 
The Cyberspace Writing Centers have been created for student consultations
beginning this fall. Using a combination of e-mail and one-on-one discussion
held online at Daedalus MOO, undergradute students will have the opportunity to
meet with graduate students across both state lines and time zones.
 
****************************************************************
 
 
Please come and share your input on this project!
 
Instructions:
 
1.      Telnet to logos.daedalus.com 7777
2.      Connect as a temporary guest, using your first or last name
        and a password. Example: create mike mexico
3.      Type: @linelength 80
4.      Type: @wrap on
5.      Type: @go VR/WCenter
 
For those of you who may not have participated in synchronous communication
before, now's your chance. It's easy, once you get the hang of it. The basic
instructions are:
 
To talk, simply type a " followed by whatever you want to say. Example: "Hi, so
this is the Writing Center? = Jackie says, "Hi, so this is the Writing Center?
 
 
To show third-person movement or emotion, such as "Jackie laughs" simply type a
: followed by the action. The colon inserts your name automatically. Example:
:laughs = Jackie laughs.
 
**********************************************************************
 
Detailed instructions, including etiquette, paging, movement, setting a
description of yourself (even for temporary guests), etc. can be downloaded by
accessing the Multi-User Dimension Instructions available at: gopher
rscc.cc.tn.us (choose #3).
 
A full description of the Cyberspace Writing Consultation Project is also
available at this gopher site.
 
VR/WCenters are also located at:
 
CollegeTown MOO at: TELNET next.cs.bvc.edu 7777
and
Diversity University MOO at: TELNET erau.db.erau.edu 8888
 
(but no open houses will be held at these locations)
 
**********************************************************************
 
Hope to see you there!
 
Jennifer Jordan-Henley
jordan_jj@a1.rscc.cc.tn.us
 
Barry M. Maid
bmmaid@ualr.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Aug 1994 13:09:22 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         JANE NELSON <JNELSON@UWYO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Cyberspace Writing Centers:  Invitation to Opening
 
Oh boy!  An open house!  I'll be there, on the 25th.  Fer sure.
 
Jane Nelson
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Aug 1994 08:48:01 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Congratulations
 
It's a pleasure to announce that my friend and former UTEP colleague Barbara
Gordon will be starting off the fall semester as the TENURED WPA at Elon
College in North Carolina. Congratulations, Barbara!
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Aug 1994 14:34:22 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Congratulatio and Puzzles
In-Reply-To:  <199408191752.AA18679@wiley.csusb.edu> from "David E. Schwalm" at
              Aug 19, 94 08:48:01 am
 
I add congratulations to Barbara at Elon, a college known to all of us
crossword puzzle fans for fitting where no word has gone before.  If any
other puzzlers are on the list, you might keep an eye out for a crossword
puzzle I have written for CHANGE magazine (published by the American
Association for Higher Education), to appear next month.  Title: General
Education and Other Military Figures in Academe.  It was fun to do and I
hope will be fun to undo.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Aug 1994 15:54:25 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Congratulatio and Puzzles
 
As an employee of a "Tempe Inst." and a puzzler, I was familiar with Elon
before Barbara went there. "Elon" is part of a valuable puzzler's triplet:
eton, elon, elan. I've thought about trying to write a poem or short story
using mostly crossword puzzle words, but they are awfully hard to string
together into meaningful discourse. I'm looking forward to your puzzle in
Change, Ed.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 20 Aug 1994 09:14:01 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Bob Whipple <whippl@BLUEJAY.CREIGHTON.EDU>
Subject:      Midwest Writing Centers Association October 7-8 Conference
 
The following is information on the 1994 Midwest Writing Centers
Association Conference at the Plaza Inn, Kansas City, Missouri, on
October 7-8, 1994.  Included are a registration form, session
titles, directions, and other information. Our conference title is:
 
Center or Margins: Sites of Change and/or Changing Sites?
 
Our keynote speaker will be Nancy Grimm, of Michigan Tech
University.
 
Come join this assemblage of interesting, committed scholar-teachers in
Kansas City this fall!
 
*****************************************************************
 
Session Titles:
 
Student Agency: Looking from the Classroom into the Writing
Center and Back Again
 
"Not in OUR Backyard:" Sites of Power and Resistance in
Participant-Based research
 
Reading and Responding to Social Class in the Writing Center
 
The Widening Gyre: Can the Center Hold in an Electronic World?
 
Using the Computer Network and Integrated Writing Software to
Bridge the Gap Between the Writing Classroom and the Writing
Center
 
Initiated into the Fraternity of Powerful Knowers: How
Collaborative Technology has Ethically Legitimized Writing
Centers
 
Writing centers in Colleges of Pharmacy: Meeting Curricular
Challenges
 
The Writing Lab and Writing-Across-the Business Disciplines
 
The Writing Center: Core or Corps?
 
Language Transfer in ESL Writing
 
Fighting Marginality: The Revising List
 
Writing Centers in the Whole Process: Supplying Specific
Curricular Support for Writing
 
Reconstructing the Academy: Bauhaus Pedagogy and the Writing
Center
 
The Issue of Representation: The Power of Naming
 
Writing Centers as Sites of Change: Location, Emphasis, and
Audience
 
Academic Ideals and the Rhetoric of Response-Based Pedagogy
 
Ethical Implications of Technology
 
The Write Move
 
Fleeting Encounters: The Grammar Hotline as Writing Center Bridge
to Mainstream Course Work
 
Tutor, Tutee, and Teacher: Tenuous Threesomes
 
Responding to Students' Writing
 
Connecting Faculty Across the Disciplines to Writing Pedagogy
 
Center or Margin: Situational Role Playing and Decision Making
 
Collaborative Writing: Strategies for Balance
 
Writing Centers: Do Fringes Make Bridges?
 
What Else Can I Do: Helping the "D" Student
 
Product vs Process: Reconciling Constituent Expectations
 
Writing Centers as Linguistic and Disciplinary Contact Zones
 
Does It Work? Limiting Grammar/Mechanics Instruction for Basic
Writers to Proofreading Sessions in Small Group Tutorials
 
Many Speaking to Many: Publishing Writing Center Handouts on
a/the Network
 
Central or Marginal at Central (Missouri State University)?
 
Real World Freshman English: Writing for Publication in a First-
Year Composition Course
 
Team Journals in the Writing Center: Discourse on Disks
 
=================================================================
 
The Keynote Speaker
Nancy Grimm, of Michigan Tech University, is a well-known writing
center advocate and scholar.  Nancy is a past Editor of the
Writing Center Journal, a past member of the Board of the
National Writing Centers Association, and a former member of the
Executive Board of the Midwest Writing Centers Association.
 
=================================================================
 
The conference will be held at:
 
The Plaza Inn
One East 45th St.
Kansas City, MO
1-800-525-6321
816/753-7400
Rates:
     Single: 55.00  Double: $55.00  Triple: $65.00  Quad: $75.00
 
A block or rooms has been reserved for the MWCA at the Plaza Inn.
Located in the famous Country Club Plaza area of Kansas City, the
Plaza Inn is only a few minutes' walk from Country Club Plaza's
many shops, fountains, famous buildings, and sculptures.  The
hotel has a lounge, two restaurants, heated swimming pool, and
other amenities.  This year's conference location, the Plaza Inn
is also a short drive from Kansas City's Westport and Crown Plaza
shopping and entertainment areas, and an easy drive from many
restaurants (including some of Kansas City's famous barbecue
spots), museums (including the Nelson-Atkins Museum) and shops in
the Kansas City area.
 
Please make your reservations before September 16, 1994.  In
order to obtain the conference discount, conference participants
must specify that they are with the Midwest Writing Centers
Association.  Participants are responsible for obtaining their
own reservations.
 
 
To get to the Plaza:
 
>From the North:
I-35/I-29 South
Follow I-70 East
Exit on 11th Street
Go West to Main Street
Turn Left (south) on Main Street and go to 45th Street
 
>From the South:
I-435 to Wornall Road
Go North on Wornall Road to 47th Street
Turn east (right) on 47th to Main Street
At Main, turn north (left) to 45th Street
 
>From the East:
I-70 West
Exit Truman/McGee Road
Continue west until Main Street
Turn left (south) on Main and go to 45th Street
 
>From the West:
I-70 East
Exit Downtown, Main Street
Go South on Main to 45th Street
     (* between 4 to 6 pm, Exit on 11th Street,
     Follow 11th St. until you reach Main St.
     Turn left (south) on Main and go to 45th Street)
 
 
KCI shuttle (airport ground transportation)
departs for Plaza area (including Plaza Inn) every 30 minutes
from airport: call 5000 from white courtesy phone
from hotel: call 243-5000 (call ahead of departure)
11.00 one way; 21.00 round trip
 
=================================================================
Registration Form
Midwest Writing Centers Association Fall Conference
October 7-8, 1994
The Plaza Inn, Kansas City, Missouri
 
(Please duplicate for additional registrations)
 
Name:
 
Institution:
 
Address:
 
City:          State:         Zip:
 
Home phone:
 
Office Phone:
 
Daytime telephone number:
 
e-mail address:
 
Conference Fee
(Includes MWCA membership, registration, conference materials,
and Friday lunch)
 
______Faculty     65.00
 
______Student     30.00
 
______Total Enclosed
 
Registration Deadline: September 16, 1994
 
Make checks payable to MWCA.  Mail this form and a check by September 16,
1994 to
 
John Husband, MWCA Treasurer
Dodge City Community College
Dodge City, Kansas 67801
 
=================================================================
 
MWCA Board 1993-1994
 
Chair
     Bob Whipple, Creighton U, Omaha, NE
Vice Chair
     Marsha Penti, Michigan Tech U, Houghton, MI
Treasurer
     John Husband, Dodge City CC, Dodge City, KS
Conference Chair
     Jacqueline Rogers, U of Winnipeg, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
Conference Chair
     Susan Sanders, Michigan Tech U, Houghton, MI
Secretary
     Joan Bartley, Lafayette HS, Ballwin, MO
 
=================================================================
 
Application For Executive Board Membership
Midwest Writing Centers Association
 
The MWCA will fill two board vacancies at the 1994 meeting.  Below
is an application form for these positions.
 
This application constitutes your self-nomination for a position
on the Executive Board of the of the Midwest Writing Centers
Association.  The nomination will be voted on at the business
meeting of the MWCA Friday, October 7, 1994.  A term on the Board
is normally three years (thus this appointment would expire in
Fall 1997).
 
Name:
 
School:
 
School Address:
 
School phone #:
 
Home Address:
 
Home phone #:
 
FAX #:
 
e-mail address:
 
Please attach a separate sheet of paper with your name, your
school name, and a profile of no more than 125 words discussing
your qualifications and your goals for the MWCA.  Snail-mail this
to Marsha Penti, Department of Humanities, Michigan Tech
University, Houghton, MI, 49931, or e-mail to Bob Whipple,
Creighton University, at whippl@creighton.edu.
 
For further information, contact:
 
Bob Whipple
Director of Composition         Creighton University
2500 California Plaza           Omaha, NE 68178
                                whippl@creighton.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 20 Aug 1994 17:33:39 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         BARBARA GORDON <gordon@VAX1.ELON.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Congratulations
 
David,
 
Thank you for your kind congratulations. Perhaps hearing of one colleague's
tenure while in the position of a director of writing will give solace to
untenured directors as they navigate sometimes difficult political waters.
 
                      Barbara L. Gordon, Writing Director
                           Elon College, N.C.  27244
                              GORDON@VAX1.ELON.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 20 Aug 1994 23:52:32 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Kathleen Kelly <kakelly@LYNX.DAC.NEU.EDU>
Subject:      megabite?
 
sorry to use the wpa list this way, but i seem to have fallen off the
megabite u list.  could someone post the address? was there a recent
change in the address that i blithely ignored?  thanks kathleen k
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 21 Aug 1994 15:43:11 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         jcross@OREGON.UOREGON.EDU
Subject:      International Students
 
Can anyone describe to me a good program/procedure for ensuring that
international students are fluent enough in English to be able to benefit
from and succeed in college-level writing courses? Does anyone use a TOEFL
score as a prerequisite for their writing courses?
 
For those who are interested, the background for this question is given below.
 
Jim Crosswhite  jcross@oregon.uoregon.edu
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I taught the second course of our required writing sequence this summer. Of
the 23 students who finished the course, about 16 were international
students. Countries represented were: Japan, China, Singapore, Indonesia,
Korea. About 5 of these students did not have the English-language
comprehension to understand the assignments I gave. Their English-language
writing was nearly incomprehensible--and large chunks of it were
incomprehensible. About another 5 students were borderline. Their writing
was mostly comprehensible, but could barely and only sporadically carry the
burden of reasoning. Another 5 or 6 were pretty well-prepared for the
class; the articles, verbs, prepositions and diction were frequently
incorrect, but I could understand the reasoning in their writing.
 
It was very difficult to conduct a workshop-oriented course under these
conditions, and it was impossible to set fair, consistent and reasonable
standards for the grades I would give in the course. I muddled through.
 
Three students who were not willing to work dropped the course. I failed
another student (native speaker) who just didn't complete the work. I
passed the rest (most of them took the course pass/not pass)--but it was a
surreal thing to do, justifiable only in the context of a system's having
warped away from reality. The students I passed were declared to be ready
for the course by the university's standards. Many of them put in 25++
hours a week of serious work for this eight week summer course. All of them
improved.
 
Several of them were graduating seniors. In these cases, what it came down
to was whether I would hold to what I judged to be fair and reasonable
standards, or whether I would yield to the reality of an inadequate system.
This summer, I yielded. I could not see my way to blocking progress and
graduation for these students by failing them in their (first year) writing
course when they had completed (often) all their other coursework and when
they had made notable progress in all the areas on which the course
concentrated (and when many of them had done much more--completed
memorization and extra work which I had suggested to them)--even though
some parts of their papers were literally incomprehensible.
 
There are a few different choices here. (1) Leave things as they are and
just live with this. (2) Start failing those students who don't have
reasonable English-language competence. (3) Set a TOEFL score (or some
other prerequisite) for entry into the writing sequence. There are
drawbacks to all of these. If we leave things as they are, we are cheating
these students of an education (they literally are not comprehending much
of what goes on around them), and we are misleading anyone who expects a
degree from our university to mean at least fair fluency in English. If we
start failing international students in large numbers, many of them will
simply complete the writing requirement at a more lenient school. If we set
a TOEFL prerequisite, they might also simply defect.
 
We do have a special reading and writing sequence (run by the linguistics
dept.) for international students who score between 500-574 on the TOEFL.
When the instructors judge that the students are ready for the writing
courses, they are passed out of the linguistics sequence. I was hoping that
the TOEFL prerequisite (or something similar) might provide a more concrete
and public standard for this judgment. Students have complained that the
standards are arbitrary. So,a TOEFL prerequisite might also get the
linguistics program off the hook.
 
How have other schools solved this problem? Is the TOEFL useful for the
purposes I have in mind? What is a reasonable score to use as a
prerequisite? Is there a better way of ensuring that international students
are well-prepared for our writing courses?
 
I'd appreciate any suggestions.
 
Jim Crosswhite  jcross@oregon.uoregon.edu
Director of Composition
University of Oregon
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 21 Aug 1994 22:55:50 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      International Students
 
ASU uses a TOEFL score of 500 (550 in some programs) for general admission to
the university. We found the TOEFL score a bit unreliable but better than
nothing. Good test-takers can score 500 on the TOEFL and yet have very poor
English language proficiency. There is a TOEFL writing test, and we are
considering trying to use that. Meanwhile, we get a very wide range of
students in our composition for international students courses--ranging from
Pakistani students educated in British schools to students from various places
trained to take the TOEFL without much regard for actual English proficiency.
I'd be interested in hearing how other schools have addressed this problem. At
ASU West (an upper division and graduate institution), we are planning to
increase the number of international students on our campus, but we are not
authorized to offer lower division English langauge courses.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 22 Aug 1994 08:56:32 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: International Students
In-Reply-To:  <199408220600.AA29226@wiley.csusb.edu> from "David E. Schwalm" at
              Aug 21, 94 10:55:50 pm
 
On the TOEFL, I got into a major row with our business school on our
policy of requiring the written portion, the TWE, which we should all do.
That is, the essay portion, scored as a sum of two scores on the 6-point
scale, seems to me an essential indicator of whether the students can
produce sentences.  Since our university has a writing requirement for
graduation, it seemed shameless for us to admit international students who
were too far from being able to meet that requirement; if they know they
must write on the TOEFL, they will bring their English up to that level
before they come on campus--these are usually terrific students who will
go ahead and learn what they need to be able to do.  So we require a total
of 7 (one 4 and one 3), which is about the 50th percentile on the TWE as
well as 550 on the other portion.  The business school, desperate for
paying bodies, portrayed me as a racist and supernationalist for my
stance; they genuinely didn't care if the students got a degree as long as
they kept the (graduate) courses filled.  I wound up winning in our
faculty senate, on a vote of 11-10. I urge everyone to require the TWE as
the best way to encourage international students to learn about writing in
English before they arrive on our front doors.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 22 Aug 1994 10:00:38 MDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Doug Brent <dabrent@ACS.UCALGARY.CA>
Subject:      Re: International Students
In-Reply-To:  <9408220600.AA29535@acs7.acs.ucalgary.ca>; from "David E.
              Schwalm" at Aug 21, 94 10:55 pm
 
We have been somewhat unhappy with TOEFL as well.  Students can sometimes
ace the TOEFL because it doesn't really test the ability to generate
writing; then they fall afoul of our local writing test, which asks
students to write an essay.  We are considering using the Test of Written
English, whicb is a writing test administered together with some sittings
of the TOEFL.. One possibility is to exempt students from our writing
test on the basis of a certain TWE score. If they choose not to write the
TWE, or to come here with a poor TWE score, we could at least warn them
that there is a good change that they won't pass our test, and that they
should stay home until they get a good TWE score.
 
We're carrying out correlation studies on the TWE as soon as possible.
I'll report  the results when available, but given the financialsituation
around here, don't hold your breath.
 
* * * * * *
 Doug Brent
 Director, Undergraduate Programme in Communications Studies
 
 Internet: dabrent@acs.ucalgary.ca
 Smail:    Faculty of General Studies
           2500 University Drive
           University of Calgary
           Calgary, Alberta, Canada
           T2N 1N4
 Voice:    (403) 220-5458
 Fax:      (403) 282-6716
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 22 Aug 1994 22:13:18 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Richard Long <RLONG@UBVMS.BITNET>
Organization: University at Buffalo
Subject:      Re: megabite?
 
Kathleen,
 
The MBU address changed, not location, but system. You need to
resubscribe.
 
E-mail to
 
        listproc@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu
 
Leave subject line blank.
 
Include message
 
        subscribe MBU-L <your name>
 
Hope this works.
 
Richard
-------
rlong@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu
-------------
Daemen College
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 23 Aug 1994 08:43:52 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: megabite?
In-Reply-To:  <199408230235.AA10561@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Richard Long" at Aug
              22, 94 10:13:18 pm
 
I lurked for a while on MegabiteU some years back and decided not to
subscribe because of the volume and time.  The WPA-L seems about all I can
handle.  But I would appreciate a word from some of you on both lists--am
I really missing out by not being on the mb?  What is it like these days?
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 23 Aug 1994 08:03:52 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Christine Hult <FAHULT@USU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: International Students
 
I have a question, not about international students, but about the
sequence of writing courses in various programs.  Don Cunningham at
Auburn asked me to post the question to this list; they are consider-
ing a change to a vertical sequence such as we use here at USU.  Do
others of your require courses a freshman, sophomore, and J-Sr. levels
rather than a two-semester freshman sequence?  We would like to know
how prevalent this trend is across the country.  Has anyone seen any
literature on this question?  Christine Hult
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 23 Aug 1994 20:41:20 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Kathleen Kelly <kakelly@LYNX.DAC.NEU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: megabite?
In-Reply-To:  <no.id> from "Edward White" at Aug 23, 94 08:43:52 am
 
Ed--I think megabite is pretty neat--and yes, very busy, which really
adds to my daily net-reading (i belong to a number of medieval lists,
too).  I am particularly looking forward to forwarding (!) contentious (and
cantankerous) posts to the list I'm creating for my grad. course in comp
theories and practices this fall--we'll create our mini-version of MBU.
(I understand that some writing programs have their own lists?  if my
course list catches on, I want to make it program wide. I'm also
creating a list for the seminar I'm teaching in medieval lit.)   Megabite will be a great way to
introduce my students to the more informal discussions that go on in
comp. Like all lists, it has its personalities and those who revel in
the dramatic, but heck, that's one of the things i like about the
internet!
best, Kathleen, recently tenured (this is for Barbara Johnson), and now
the new (and first) Director of the Basic Writing Programs at
Northeastern University
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 24 Aug 1994 09:32:37 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      ReVertical comp
In-Reply-To:  <199408240225.AA06306@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Christine Hult" at
              Aug 23, 94 08:03:52 am
 
This is a reply to Chris Hult's query about alternatives to the two term
comp sequence.  I much prefer an upper-division comp requirement, linked
to some form of WAC, to the second term comp course.  I wrote an article
for the ADE Bulletin describing our program and how it works (98, Spring
1991, 29-33).  I do think freshman comp is necessary (no abolitionist I)
and I think careful placement will require two or more comp classes for
about half of the usual state university student body, one for the rest.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 24 Aug 1994 11:03:13 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Christine Hult <FAHULT@USU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: ReVertical comp
 
Ed, Thanks for the prompt reply.  I will forward your post to Don
Cunningham who is looking for amunition to support such a change
at Auburn.  Apparently the powers that be approved it in principle a
year or so ago and now are saying the vertical sequence is too ex-
pensive (not so easy to hire slave labor for upper-division courses!)
Chris
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 24 Aug 1994 17:08:35 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         JANE NELSON <JNELSON@UWYO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: International Students
 
Wyoming went to a vertical structure some three years ago.  One semester
at the freshman level, one at the mid-level (sophomore/junior) and one at
the upper level (junior/senior).  Any of these three courses can be taught
in any department, but only the English department (and the honors program)
has the first course--freshman English.  The other two courses are taught
in a variety of writing-intensive versions.
 
The English department is trying to figure out how to lobby for adding back
the second semester.  That probably won't happen, but there may be some kind
of placement process (which we haven't had in a long time) so that the first
writing course will be typically taken the second semester (or maybe even
the third semester) and some kind of other course be offered before that one.
 
Conclusion?  I suspect that several schools have gone to the vertical route.
The benefits?  Writing happens throughout an undergraduate's career.  The
downside?  the loss of a full year of writing at the freshman level is
serious.  That second semester is a growth semester for lots of students.
 
Jane Nelson
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 24 Aug 1994 17:13:05 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: ReVertical comp
 
We are considering some sort of upper division writing requirement at ASU West
because we 1) don't have a lower division and 2) are somewhat uneasy about
some of the zany first year courses (including dual enrollment stuff) that
students are transferring in. But, more importantly, by the time they get into
the uper division, students tend to have a better sense of the importance of
writing and they take writing courses more seriously (of course, they also
want serious writing courses).
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 24 Aug 1994 22:21:30 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Bruce Leland <lelandb@CCMAIL.WIU.BGU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: ReVertical comp
 
Chris:  About seven years ago when I began working on a "vertical comp"
sequence, I couldn't locate many models.  Of course I didn't have this list to
send my questions to!
 
It's taken a long time to get it all into place, but Western Illinois Univesity
now has a three-level writing program.  College Writing I is
taken by first year
students, College Writing II by sophomores.  At the jr/sr level students take a
WID course designated by their major program.  Most of the WID courses are
taught by the departments (one program requires the English Dept's Tech Writing
course, and four require the Business Communication course taught in the
College of Business).
 
Besides the change in level and the addition of WID, probably the most
significant aspect of the new program is that it gave us the opportunity to get
rid of the old 101-102 curriculum, which, however we tinkered with it, was
still mode-based.  We created brand-new courses.
 
 I'm proud of the program we've developed--but as I look back on the
process of making the changes, I'm amazed that I was willing to put myself
through it.  Taking a major revision of the writing program to the university
faculty opened me up to all kinds of unpleasantness!
 
You mentioned that the administrators at Auburn might be concerned about the
cost of shifting to a vertical program.  One arguement I used with our
administrators was that attrition would mean there are fewer students needing a
sophomore course than would need a second first year course.  And in fact there
has been some savings.  I schedule fewer sections of 280 than I did of 102.
Administrators also like the idea that scheduling is more flexible.  We offer
an equal number of sections of 180 and 280 each semester; it works much better
than trying to get all first year students into 101 in the fall and into 102 in
the spring.
 
Bruce Leland
Western Illinois University
bleland@ccmail.wiu.bgu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 24 Aug 1994 20:39:25 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: ReVertical comp
 
Metropolitan universities with lots of transfer students often have more
juniors than freshmen. Thus a vertical comp program is significantly more
expensive than the first year comp model. ASU Main has about 5K freshmen and
10K juniors, a goodly number of whom did their lower division work elsewhere.
Trading 102 for a junior level course would be a very expensive trade indeed.
At ASU West, adding a junior writing course would be like adding first year
comp.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 25 Aug 1994 08:57:48 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         BMMAID@UALR.EDU
Subject:      Postponed But Not Abandoned
 
Due to many of the problems associated with the beginning of the semester,
(heavy computer usage, lag, etc.), we  are going to postpone the Open House at
the Cyberspace Writing Center until mid-September.  Keep watching here for time
and dates.  Thanks for your understanding.
 
Jennifer Jordan-Henley
jordan_jj@a1.rscc.cc.tn.us
 
Barry Maid
bmmaid@ualr.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 25 Aug 1994 10:39:36 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Charles I Schuster <cis@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: International Students
In-Reply-To:  <9408212246.AA02800@convex.csd.uwm.edu>
 
I am sorry to jump into this conversation a bit late, but I've been away
and can't resist offering another solution to the ESL problem, a thorny
issues on our campus where ESL students take a set of courses separate
from English but then have to pass a second-semester freshman comp
course (taught in and by English) in order to complete their
undergraduate writing requirement.
 
Since our courses are evaluated almost entirely on the basis of
portfolio, we worked out a very useful system to help ESL students.
Those students take whatever ESL courses are mandated by the ESL
faculty.  But the course that they take just before they enter into our
second-semester course is modeled closely after our own first-semester
courses.  The ESL students then complete portfolios which closely
resemble the portfolios of our own 101 students--and those portfolios are
then scored by 101 instructors in the same randomized, anonymous-author,
holistically scored process as all other 101 portfolios.  Those
portfolios include both in-class and out-of-class work, and they
represent, I think, a fair and rigorous way to evaluate student writing.
Additionally, in tough cases, we meet with ESL faculty and discuss
specific portfolios, student improvement, etc.  This adds an additional
safety net.
 
This may seem time consuming; hell, it doesn't seem time consuming it is
time consuming.  But it also results in greatly increased cooperation and
understanding between the ESL instructors and ourselves, much more
informed decisions, and no dependence on standardized testing which I
have generally found to be destructive to writing instruction generally
and faculty morale specifically.
 
Chuck Schuster
U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 25 Aug 1994 10:22:36 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Christine Hult <FAHULT@USU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: ReVertical comp
 
Thanks for all the thoughtful responses on vertical comp. sequences.
I will forward these on to Don; heck, maybe he'll even join our list
after seeing how valuable it is!  Christine Hult
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 25 Aug 1994 10:05:00 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Address Changes
 
Many of our list members are experiencing the joys of getting a new email
address. Depending on how your network services handles the matter, a change
of address often means that your WPA mail comes bouncing back to me as
Listserv attempts to deliver it to the old address unsuccessfully. If your
address changes, there are two courses of action you can take. Before the
change, unsuscribe and then resubscribe after the change. Or send me both your
old and new addresses and I will drop/add you. If we don't take one or the
otherof these actions, my mailbox fills up with a remarkable collection of
error messages.Thanks much. And, hey, its good to see some life in the list af
ter a very quiet summer. Welcome back, everyone!
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 25 Aug 1994 13:12:40 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "CHRISTOPHER J. THAISS" <cthaiss@MASON1.GMU.EDU>
Subject:      Vertical Comp
 
Christine,
 
        Here, for ten years, we've required of all students in the
univ. first-semester comp, 3-6 hours of writing-intensive lit., and a
jr.-sr. level advanced comp course offered in 4 flavors: humanities, soc.
sci., nat. sci./tech, and business, this advanced comp course reinforcing
WAC and in particular a new WI requirement in all majors at the jr.-sr.
level.  In 1983, the Faculty Senate objected to the expense of switching
from the
old 2-sem. FY requirement, but the gains in reinforcement of writing and
the WAC connection carried the day.  THe Senate kept its eye on the
course over the next five years and gave it a ringing endorsement in
1990.  Nobody's interested in going back to the old system, though now we
are restructuring the lit. requirement to strengthen its connection with
the first-semester comp course.
 
Chris Thaiss
George Mason Univ.
Fairfax, VA 22030
cthaiss@gmu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 25 Aug 1994 16:15:40 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Brian Sutton <SUTTONB@GBMS01.UWGB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: ReVertical comp
 
Christine,
 
If you talk to Don Cunningham, tell him that I've taken the "numbers game"
exercise (students in 3 groups have cards with numbers from 0 to 9; teacher
calls out numbers from 0 to 27 etc.; he'll recognize it) that he explained
when he came to speak at Chattanooga State, and now I and several other
teachers use it here in Green Bay, WI.  He's going national purely through
teacher lore!
 
Brian Sutton
U of Wisconsin-Green Bay
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 25 Aug 1994 20:49:49 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         JANE NELSON <JNELSON@UWYO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Address Changes
 
This is a test to see if I can get a message to WPA.  I've been trying with
little success for a couple of posts.
 
Jane
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Aug 1994 14:33:59 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Virleen Carlson <vmc3@CORNELL.EDU>
 
subscribe WPA-L:  Virleen Carlson
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 28 Aug 1994 22:30:54 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: ReVertical comp
In-Reply-To:  <199408250650.AA20728@wiley.csusb.edu> from "David E. Schwalm" at
              Aug 24, 94 08:39:25 pm
 
David, the fact that you have twice as many juniors as freshman is an
argument FOR junior year comp, not an argument against it.  How else can
you defend your own degree?
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Aug 1994 00:37:22 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: ReVertical comp
 
Oh, I'd agree that having more juniors than freshmen is an argument is favor
of a junior requirement. But it takes away the $ argument that trading 102 for
a junior requirement saves money. It would increase our composition
instruction costs considerably (West or Main). Nevertheless, I agree that a
junior level course would probably be more effective, mainly because the
students will be more receptive.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Aug 1994 08:12:54 +0100
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Mark Thompson <thompson@KOKO.CSUSTAN.EDU>
Subject:      vertical comp
 
The vertical comp requirement at CSUStan has moved from a junior comp course
housed in English, to one spread among disciplines. Now, of course, we face
challenge of keeping a sense of community of writing teachers. Right now we
(the writing center director and I) are offering workshops and discussion
groups for the writing proficiency course instructors and we have a
established a little-used e-mail alias for the group.  We've provided all
instructors with Moss and Holder's booklet _Improving Student Writing_.  We
are pleased with the response so far to the workshops, but wondered if there
are other things we might be doing.  Also one of the stumbling blocks many
instructors have hit is how to determine proficiency for writers in their
own discipline.   We want them to come up with ways to determine
proficiency, but they seem to look to us for an answer.  Right now we are
planning to use a range of student responses to a reading from Freire in the
workshop this Thurs. to generate some discussion about which writers they
would label proficient. Again, any strategies you'd suggest?
 
Thanks &
 
ciao fer now
thompson@koko.csustan.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Aug 1994 12:47:30 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Roark Mulligan <mulligan@POWHATAN.CC.CNU.EDU>
Subject:      Placement Tests
 
Hi,
I am new to your list.  For several years I was a graduate student at the
University of Oregon where I worked with the composition program.  This
year I began working at Christopher Newport University in Virginia where
I am assistant director of composition.
 
I was asked to help redesign the placement test for freshman writing.
They have placed students based on a combination of test scores and a
writing sample.  The prompts for the writing samples have not been good,
and the scoring of these samples has been inconsistent.  Can anyone help
me?  What are some of other methods for placing students.  At the
University of Oregon, they used the TSWE as a basic indicator, and it was
efficient and inexpensive.  But I heard that it might be eliminated.
 
I am grateful for any suggestions.
 
Thank you,
 
Roark Mulligan
CNU
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Aug 1994 12:00:21 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Susan Marie Harrington <SHARRIN@INDYVAX.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Placement Tests
 
Roark,
 
You might want to get a copy of the last CCC Assessment Committee
Report, which surveyed writing assessment practices and found, I
believe, that most schools use a combination of impromptu exam and
objective test for intro. level placement.  Some campuses are moving
into using portfolios for placement purposes, some simply for
exemption, and others for placement into writing courses (Miami
University and University of Michigan, for instance).  Wyche-Smith and
Haswell's recent CCC article, "Adventuring into Writing Assessment,"
is a wonderful description of the formation of an assessment program.
More than anything else, though, you need to figure out what
information your placement practice needs to give you, and then figure
out how you can get that information in a manner that's fair to
students and teachers.  The best assessment program will grow out of
your curriculum and your context.
 
Susanmarie Harrington
Department of English
Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis
425 University Boulevard
Indianapolis IN 46202
sharrin@indyvax.iupui.edu
(317) 278-1153
FAX: (317) 274-2347
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Aug 1994 12:10:07 MDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Doug Brent <dabrent@ACS.UCALGARY.CA>
Subject:      Re: Placement Tests
In-Reply-To:  <9408291711.AA21243@acs7.acs.ucalgary.ca>; from "Roark Mulligan"
              at Aug 29, 94 12:47 pm
 
 At the
> University of Oregon, they used the TSWE as a basic indicator, and it was
> efficient and inexpensive.  But I heard that it might be eliminated.
 
What's the TSWE?
 
* * * * * *
 Doug Brent
 Director, Undergraduate Programme in Communications Studies
 
 Internet: dabrent@acs.ucalgary.ca
 Smail:    Faculty of General Studies
           2500 University Drive
           University of Calgary
           Calgary, Alberta, Canada
           T2N 1N4
 Voice:    (403) 220-5458
 Fax:      (403) 282-6716
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Aug 1994 14:09:15 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Richard Long <RLONG@UBVMS.BITNET>
Organization: University at Buffalo
Subject:      Re: Placement Tests
 
Roark,
 
Here at Daemen, in Buffalo, we use a combination of tests: the TSWE, an ETS
reading test, and a writing sample. The writing sample carries the most
weight, though the TSWE becomes important
if the writing sample displays frequent errors.
 
Richard
-------
rlong@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu
---------------------------
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Aug 1994 16:51:39 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "CHRISTOPHER J. THAISS" <cthaiss@MASON1.GMU.EDU>
Subject:      Vertical Comp
 
In response to Sharon Quiroz's question:  when I said the Faculty Senate
"kept an eye" on our jr.-sr. level required advanced comp course after it
was begun in 1983, I meant that the Senate's academic policies committee
was charged with assessing the new requirement over five years and then
endorsing or revising the requirement.  At no time did the assessment
include formal evaluation of writing samples; the committee interviewed
faculty who taught the course, students in various departments, and
faculty from across the disciplines whose students had taken it.  While I
never saw the committee's assessment report, the bottom line was that the
committee endorsed the course and said, in so many words, that further
improvements in writing instruction were the reponsibility of the
individual departments, which they recommended devise writing-intensive
courses in addition to the required comp courses.
 
Chris Thaiss
George Mason U.
Fairfax, VA 22030
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Aug 1994 19:04:57 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Kathleen Yancey <FEN00KBY@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Tests
In-Reply-To:  Message of Mon,
              29 Aug 1994 12:00:21 -0500 from
              <SHARRIN%INDYVAX.BITNET@ARIZVM1.ccit.arizona.edu>
 
Susan is right: the survey suggested that practices for placement varied
considerably.  Many institutions use a formula of some sort, including data
like grade point average, impromtu writing/s, self-assessment narratives, SAT
verbal scores, high school rank, etc. Let me make two suggestions, however.
 
1.  Take a look at Ed White's new edition of _Teaching and Assessing Writing_.
It's a wonderful intro to questions like the ones you raised, Roark.
You might also look at Bill Smith's chapter in the Huot and Williamson
anthology on holistic scoring; it's concerned with placement specifically
and outlines an intriguing and quite manageable procedure.
 
2.  I'll be glad to send you a copy (in draft form still) of the CCCC Position
Statement on Assessment.  We took it to the Executive Committee of CCCC in
March, and they approved it.  We are now fine-tuning it, will present it to
them again in November, hope to have it published in CCC in February, and
have proposed a Forum on implementing its recommendations for the CCCC in DC.
This document, we hope, will help WPA's with questions like yours explain to
all the various others out there, from parents to administrators, what good
assessment practice is, and then implement some!
 
Kathleen Yancey (Chair, CCCC Committee on Assessment)
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Aug 1994 18:10:39 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         john clark <jclark2@BGNET.BGSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Tests
In-Reply-To:  <199408291838.OAA11934@falcon.bgsu.edu>
 
Roark: Here at Bowling Green State University, Ohio, we place entering
freshmen according to a placement essay, _then_ look at ACT/SAT scores to
determine whether those placements seem realistic, but the placement
essay (a 1-hr. affair) is the final criterion. Students _may_, however,
rewrite. We pay our grad-student instructors and part-timers, if they
want to do this, to read and place the essays during our summer
registration. Most are glad for a not-too-strenuous extra job which works
into their schedules, permitting them to take classes or work another
summer job. Our assistant director and another staff person from our
writing program set up training for the readers and oversee the placement
reading sessions--making tie-breaking decisions (the readers work in
pairs, each reading and blind-placing the same essays, then trying to
come to agreement), doing second or third readings when test scores
indicate a possible misplacement, and getting placement results to the
appropriate colleges across the campus.  When students come in at times
_other_ than our big summer pre-reg program for placement, our writing
office staff takes care of the placement reading. We've found that with
training, the pairs system, and the interactivity of working in the same
room with other training pairs, consistency is as strong as it's ever
going to be with really diverse views of what indicates ability to do
college writing at various levels. The writing _prompts_ are another
matter.  We're never satisfied with ours, either, but have come to the
compromise solution of making them personalized topics such as "describe
a memorable person and his/her influence on your life." While we are
encouraging a personal essay, we caution students, they are to use the
conventions of academic essay writing to the best of their ability. This,
of course, leads to something of a guessing game, trying to determine
whether a student who writes witty dialogue in personal anecdotes will
write a persuasive argumentative essay, but, with practice and continuity
in the system, this transferrence appears relatively possible. Good luck,
and write back for more details, if desired.
 
John M. Clark                    "A way of seeing is...a way of not seeing."
Bowling Green State U, Ohio                             [James Berlin]
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Aug 1994 21:50:40 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Irvin Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Tests
In-Reply-To:  <01HGHEHT9R06003U31@crcvms.unl.edu> from "Roark Mulligan" at Aug
              29, 94 12:47:30 pm
 
Roark:
Make sure that you're asking hard questions about what you are placing
students into--and whether you really need to stratify your students.
For my money, you can't beat a portfolio method (I am becoming more
convinced of this the closer we come to making it our one means
of excemption.  But one can write good prompts and devise reasonably
reliable scoring methods (accepting a certain percentage of mistakes/
casualties) that in some way fit the criteria for your program.
Leo Ruth and Catherine Keech (and maybe Sandra Murphey, later) did a
nice book (small) on writing reasonable prompts.
--
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Aug 1994 07:27:00 LCL
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         LEMUSGRO <LEMUSGRO.UCS@SMTP.USI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Tests
 
Roark,
 
Howdy.  Laurence here.  Congratulations on the new job.  Let me know what
else you're up to.
 
As for the placement business and prompts, look for Leo Ruth and Sandra
Murphy's DESIGNING WRITING TASKS FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF WRITING published by
Ablex.
 
 
LEMUSGRO.USC@SMTP.USI.EDU
Laurence E. Musgrove
Department of English
University of Southern Indiana
Evansville, IN  47712
(812) 465-7143
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Aug 1994 10:14:18 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Roark Mulligan <mulligan@POWHATAN.CC.CNU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Tests
In-Reply-To:  <9408300404.AA26539@powhatan.cc.cnu.edu>
 
Thank you Susan, Richard, Kathleen, John, Irvin, and Laurence for the
advice on placment tests.
 
Doug asked what the TSWE is.  The TSWE is the Test of Standard Written
English.  It can be administered in about twenty minutes and it can be
corrected immediately.  It is usually given as part of the SAT; so it is
a very simple and inexpensive test.  It is a test of standard English
usage and punctuation.  I heard that the SAT people might discontinue
it.  I'm not sure if this is true.
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Aug 1994 09:47:25 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Comments:     Converted from PROFS to RFC822 format by PUMP V1.2
Comments:     Resent-From: Allene Cooper <RENCOOPE@IDBSU>
From:         Allene Cooper <RENCOOPE@IDBSU.BITNET>
Subject:      TAs graduate course load
 
Allene Cooper, Writing Program Director
Boise State University
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 385-3426
*** Forwarding note from RENCOOPE--IDBSU    08/30/94 09:46 ***
To: WAC-L   --UIUCVMD
 
From: Allene Cooper
Subject: TAs graduate course load
Now that we're back from summer break, I'd like to repeat a request
I made earlier (and if you answered me before, please do so again because I
lost my earlier file :(.
Could you please tell me how many
graduate classes your TAs have to take while they
teach to be considered full time students.
 
Allene Cooper, Writing Program Director
Boise State University
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 385-3426
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Aug 1994 09:16:54 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Tests
In-Reply-To:  <199408300407.AA02922@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Kathleen Yancey" at
              Aug 29, 94 07:04:57 pm
 
Kathleen, thanks for the plug for my new book.  With a publisher that
refuses to advertise ("advertising doesn't sell books," they say, to which
I vainly reply, "ask Procter & Gamble") the book needs all the help it can
get.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Aug 1994 10:17:23 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Christine Hult <FAHULT@USU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: TAs graduate course load
 
Allene, at USU our grad students need to take 6 quarter hours per
term to be considered fulltime students.  Many take more, but we
suggest for their first term they stick with the 6 (2 grad seminars;
one of them the teaching practicum).  C Hult
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Aug 1994 09:28:08 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Vertical Comp
In-Reply-To:  <199408300242.AA02412@wiley.csusb.edu> from "CHRISTOPHER J.
              THAISS" at Aug 29, 94 04:51:39 pm
 
On Chris Thaiss' point about oversight of UD comp:  in many cases such
oversight is crucial, particularly for writing intensive courses.  The
second time a writing intensive course is given in some department, it has
less writing and the third time (with yet another instructor, maybe just
out of a research grad program in biology) writing is gone--without some
body keeping watch.  To my knowledge, the best model for oversight is at
the University of Missouri, Colombia.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Aug 1994 09:40:59 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      ReTSWE
In-Reply-To:  <199408300000.AA00879@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Doug Brent" at Aug
              29, 94 12:10:07 pm
 
To Doug Brent's question about the TSWE, the Test of Standard Written
English, a multiple choice usage test put together by ETS in the mid 70s.
I speak of its history and use in my chapter in Williamson & Huot, 1993,
pp. 84-87, and (with very few changes) in Teaching and Assessing Writing,
1994, pp. 276-279.  It is a linguistically naive, middle-class usage
measure pretending to evaluate writing, and even ETS has gotten
embarrassed by it. Its only virtue is its convenience.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Aug 1994 13:06:54 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Bill Condon <USERLCBK@UMICHUM.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Vertical Comp
 
"To my knowledge, the best model for oversight is at
 the University of Missouri, Colombia. "
No THAT's a branch campus!
;-)
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Aug 1994 12:31:53 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Comments:     Converted from PROFS to RFC822 format by PUMP V2.2X
From:         Russ Meyer <MEYERRUS@ESUVM.BITNET>
Subject:      TAs graduate course load
In-Reply-To:  note of 08/30/94 11:58
 
Allene--
Our TA's are required to take a minimum of 7 semester hours to be
considered full-time; in point of fact, though, most take 9 since we
don't have any 1-hour courses.  We're working on that problem.  A nine-
hour load is clearly too much, so we're trying to be creative with some
of our required courses.
Russ Meyer
Chair, Emporia State University
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Aug 1994 15:01:33 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         debaron@UIUC.EDU
Subject:      Re: ReTSWE
 
 Its only virtue is its convenience.
>                                        --Ed White
 
Let me add to Ed's condemnation of TSWE by saying that its _convenience_ is
yet another evil aspect of the test: it fools people into thinking that
because it is cheap and easy it is also useful.
 
Administrators on our campus wanted to administer it as a pre and post test
to determine whether our basic writing course was helping students. I
exhausted a lot of people's patience by demonstrating just how TSWE fails
to measure writing ability, grammatical knowledge, or anything remotely
resembling what one might wish to measure. It is basically a test of
punctuation, with an occasional foray into s-v agreement and may/can
distinctions.
 
I managed to steer the program reviewers (vice chancellors and deans, not
comp people) to a holistically graded portfolio analysis, though they did
insist on a uniform in-class prompt as a "final."
 
Their conclusions about the program, btw, were that it worked, and that it
needed to be changed in ways we had been trying to convince them of for a
number of years.
 
Dennis
--
 
Dennis Baron                                             debaron@uiuc.edu
 
Department of English                                   217-333-2392
University of Illinois                                fax: 217-333-4321
608 South Wright Street
Urbana, Illinois 61801
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Aug 1994 21:08:11 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Charles I Schuster <cis@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: TAs graduate course load
In-Reply-To:  <9408302215.AA29504@convex.csd.uwm.edu>
 
Allene,
        TAs at U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee have to be enrolled for two courses
to be considered full time.  That means 6 credit hours.  It also means
our TAs take two courses while teaching two courses.
 
        On the positive side, if they are teaching two, they get benefits
including health insurance (generally free, if they sign up for an HMO).
And the salary here is pretty good, although TAs must pay tuition out of
it (something we have been struggling to change for 10 years).
 
Chuck Schuster, UW-M
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Aug 1994 23:53:31 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Kathleen Kelly <kakelly@LYNX.DAC.NEU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Tests
In-Reply-To:  <199408301159.HAA07644@lynx.dac.neu.edu> from "Irvin Peckham" at
              Aug 29, 94 09:50:40 pm
 
irvin, could you talk a bit about how you're using portfolios for
exemption? out of first-year comp? entering students bring you materials
from high school? thanks kathleen kelly
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 31 Aug 1994 09:08:39 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "CHRISTOPHER J. THAISS" <cthaiss@MASON1.GMU.EDU>
Subject:      TA course load
 
Allene:  At George Mason, 6 hours per sem.  In their first semester as
TA's, that 6 hrs. can include the seminar in the teaching of writing that
all of them take.  In a later semester, if they teach literature classes,
that 6 hrs. can include the seminar in the teaching of lit. that all of
them take.
 
Chris Thaiss
George Mason U.
Fairfax, VA 22030
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 31 Aug 1994 16:01:25 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Kate Latterell <calatter@MTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: TAs graduate course load
 
Allene,
At Michigan Tech, GTAs take 6 credit hours per quarter (two graduate
seminars) to be considered full-time. In the first year of teaching, they
take 7 credit hours because our required pedagogy course is 1 credit/term
for the first three terms GTAs teach.
 
Some GTAs enroll in three seminars, but usually find that their teaching
suffers dramatically.
 
Hope this helps, Kate
 
Kate Latterell
Department of Humanities
Michigan Technological University
Houghton, MI 49931
e-mail: calatter@mtu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 31 Aug 1994 15:18:00 PDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Ellen Strenski <IDR2EMS@MVS.OAC.UCLA.EDU>
Subject:      Seeking English-speaking classroom outside USA (fwd)
 
Can anyone help my UC Irvine colleague with this request?  If so, we'd be
very grateful.
 
Ellen Strenski
 
P.S. Please forgive any multiple postings.
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Mark Victor Mullen <eahg074@rigel.oac.uci.edu>
Subject: Seeking English-speaking classroom outside USA
 
My name is Mark Mullen and I'm teaching composition at the University of
California at Irvine.  Some other teachers and myself have put together a
Special Topic version of our standard course on Argument and Research.
We will be focusing on the idea of Borders and Boundaries with the aim
of presenting argument and research as techniques for negotiating and
mediating the often tricky boundary areas between individuals, social
groups, cultures, nations and so on.
 
To facilitate discussion between the separate classrooms we are setting up
a listserv discussion group here at UCI.  We will be trying to get
students to think about their own local contexts in a different way, but
also to think beyond their own local contexts.  To this end we would like
an overseas classroom to participate in the discussion list as a way of
providing our students with different perspectives on their own projects,
and to allow them to reciprocate in the context of an international
exchange of ideas.
 
UCI is a very ethnically diverse campus, the majority of students being
Asian with significant Iranian and Hispanic populations, and this
diversity is partly the reason for us undertaking this emphasis in the
first place.  So we would welcome a classroom from anywhere in the
world, as long as the classroom is English-speaking.  We would also
prefer the overseas classroom to be a composition class but we will
certainly consider proposals from other kinds of classroom.
 
Instruction for Fall Quarter begins on September 26 and we will have our
students with E-mail accounts and subscribed to the listserv by the end
of that week.
 
Please contact me directly if you have any questions and/or a proposal
and I will consult with the other teachers and get back to you as soon as
possible.  We regret that because this course is only experimental at
this stage we can only accommodate one overseas classroom but should the
course prove successful there may be the possibility of expanding this
later on.
 
Below I have included a copy of the course statement we are distributing
to students:
 
                 WR 39C - Special Topic
 
The "Borders and Boundaries" emphasis will introduce students to issues
associated with each of these terms, with the terms themselves
understood in their broadest sense: bodily limits, cultural and
political borders, biotechnological fields, intellectual and
interpersonal boundaries, economic, national and ethnic borders - these
are just a few of the areas that will be explored in this course.  This
investigation will analyze how border definitions construct identities,
communities and modes of thought.  Writing assignments are designed to
allow students to explore the limits of their own position through
research and argumentation.
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Mark Mullen                             It was not Death, for I stood up,
University of California, Irvine        And all the Dead, lie down -
eahg074@rigel.oac.uci.edu
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
